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Throughout the summer and
fall, the GIS department has
been involved in a number of
projects, most notably the
2009 Orthophoto Project. The
orthophoto is an aerial
photograph that has been
geometrically corrected
(orthorectified) so it displays
an accurate reflection of the
surface below. To date,
orthophotos for all
participating municipalities
have now been received, and
are in the process of being
added to the GIS project.
Along with the orthophotos,
contour and digital elevation
models (DEM) are also
supplied. The contours, which
display 0.5m topographical
change are an integral data set
for engineers who wish to
pursue development projects,
or others such as
infrastructure master plans
(IMP). The DEM, which is a
digital representation of the
terrain, allows a user to model
landscapes via 3D
viewscapes. The orthophoto
can be draped over this DEM
to display a “true view” of the
municipality.

The Urban GIS Project
would like to welcome four
new members to the fold,
those being the Town of Olds,
Town of Innisfail, Town of
Penhold, and the Town of
Rocky Mountain House. As
was reported in a previous

newsletter, ORRSC GIS
staff will be assisting the
Parkland Community
Planning Services (PCPS)
in creating a GIS initiative
similar to ours. We
anticipate this unique
partnership to last two
years at which time PCPS
should have the resources
to deliver the GIS on their
own.

Over the past month, the
new ORRSC conference
facility has played host to
two GIS related meetings.
The first was a GIS
Training Seminar that was
open to all municipal staff.
The purpose of the training
session was to provide
municipal staff members
the tools to operate the GIS
system. The second
meeting was the Annual
GIS Users Meeting which
discussed GIS operations
over the past year, and
potential projects to be
done in 2010.

GIS staff members have
also attended a few events
recently. They were
exhibitors at Lethbridge
College’s Career Fair
where they entertained
questions from current
college students. The week
prior, they were invited to
present at the annual
AUMA conference in

Calgary.
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