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Winter 2009 Update 
  Throughout the summer and 
fall, the GIS department has 
been involved in a number of 
projects, most notably the 
2009 Orthophoto Project. The 
orthophoto is an aerial      
photograph that has been  
geometrically corrected 
(orthorectified) so it displays 
an accurate reflection of the 
surface below. To date,     
o r t h o p h o t o s  f o r  a l l            
participating municipalities 
have now been received, and 
are in the process of being 
added to the GIS project.  
Along with the orthophotos, 
contour and  digital elevation 
models (DEM) are also     
supplied. The contours, which 
display 0.5m topographical 
change are an integral data set 
for engineers who wish to 
pursue  development projects, 
o r  o t h e r s  s u c h  a s                
infrastructure master plans 
(IMP). The DEM, which is a 
digital representation of the 
terrain, allows a user to model 
l a n d s c a p e s  v i a  3 D          
viewscapes. The orthophoto 
can be draped over this DEM 
to display a “true view” of the 
municipality. 
 The Urban GIS Project 
would like to welcome four 
new members to the fold, 
those being the Town of Olds, 
Town of Innisfail, Town of 
Penhold, and the Town of 
Rocky Mountain House. As 
was reported in a previous 

newsletter, ORRSC GIS 
staff will be assisting the 
Parkland Communi ty    
Planning Services (PCPS) 
in creating a GIS initiative 
similar to ours. We        
anticipate this unique     
partnership to last two 
years at which time PCPS 
should have the resources 
to deliver the GIS on their 
own. 
 Over the past month, the 
new ORRSC conference 
facility has played host to 
two GIS related meetings. 
The first was a GIS    
Training Seminar that was 
open to all municipal staff. 
The purpose of the training   
session was to provide  
municipal staff members 
the tools to operate the GIS 
system. The second     
meeting was the Annual 
GIS Users Meeting which    
discussed GIS operations 
over the past year, and  
potential projects to be 
done in 2010. 
 GIS staff members have 
also attended a few events 
recently. They were      
exhibitors at Lethbridge 
College’s Career Fair 
where they entertained 
questions from current   
college students. The week 
prior, they were invited to 
present at the annual 
AUMA conference in   
Calgary. 

Partnering Municipalities 
 

Village of Arrowwood 
Village of Barnwell 
Village of Barons 

Village of Carmangay 
Village of Champion 

Village of Coutts 
Village of Cowley 

Village of Hill Spring 
Village of Lomond 

Village of Milo 
Village of Nobleford 
Village of Rosemary 

Village of Stirling 
Village of Warner 

 
Town of Cardston 

Town of Claresholm 
Town of Coaldale 
Town of Coalhurst 

Town of Fort Macleod 
Town of Granum 

Town of High River 
Town of Innisfail 
Town of  Magrath 
Town of Milk River 

Town of Nanton 
Town of Olds 

Town of Penhold 
Town of  Picture Butte 
Town of Pincher Creek 

Town of Raymond 
Town of Rocky Mountain House 

Town of Stavely 
Town of Taber 

Town of Vauxhall 
Town of Vulcan 

Municipality of Crowsnest Pass 

Did You Know? 

 Every municipality who was a 
part of the 2009 Orthophoto 
Project will receive one (1) 
free print of their new      
orthophoto. The size will be 
approximately 36 x 42 inches. 
Additional prints can be    
plotted, however a charge will 
be administered. 

 Custom plots of certain areas 
within a municipality can be 
done. Examples of this include 
gol f  courses ,  schools ,       
hospitals and recreation   
facilities. 

GIS TIPS 
 Those looking for an   

alternative to redlining in  
the GIS, try the following. 
Use the Copy to          
Clipboard button and 
bring your view into   
Microsoft Word to add 
your text and shapes. 

 
Left: 2009 Orthophoto 
draped over a Triangulated 
Irregular Network (TIN) 
derived from the DEM. 
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